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LifeSpring Academy is inspired to help young people grow in the Christian faith and live out 
that faith. We will foster the academic success of our students by motivating and encouraging 
each student to realize their full potential. LifeSpring is dedicated to instilling in students the 
ability to think critically, problem-solve and foster their creativity by educating both their mind 
and spirit.

LifeSpring Academy uses a classical approach to learning via a multi-age classroom experience 
which enhances the growth of 21st Century learners who will be immersed in an environment
focusing on cooperative learning and project based learning using an integrated approach to 
learning across all the content areas.

Expected Student Outcomes
It is our desire for LifeSpring students to grow to: 

•Love and glorify God in all that they do
•Become life-long learners with confidence to handle opportunities and adversities
•Be academically prepared for the university or career of their choice
•Impact the world positively through their own unique gifts and talents
•Develop a Christian worldview and a thorough knowledge to share their faith with others
•Love and serve others with Christ like faith and integrity



Graduation Requirements
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LifeSpring Academy Graduation Requirements

English 4 Credits
Math 4 Credits
History 4 Credits
Science 3 Credits
PE/Health 1 Credit
World Languages 2 Credits (in HS same language)
Electives 6 credits

Christian Leadership 12 hours per year (minimum of 3 hours per 9 weeks)

Please be aware that LifeSpring curriculum has several integrated elective courses that 
give less than 1 credit due to the amount of time placed on that subject concentration. 
This courses are repeated throughout the Classical Education cycle and ultimately give 
either 1 two 2 full credits in the course throughout a four year Classical education cycle. 

For example:

Philosophy: .5 credits TOTAL for the academic year
Church History:  .5 credits TOTAL for the academic year
History of Fine Arts I,II,III, IV: .5 credits TOTAL for the academic year
World Geography I,II,III,IV: .25 credits TOTAL for the academic year



Grading Scale
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LifeSpring Academy GRADING SCALE FOR MIDDLE and HIGH SCHOOL

90-100 A (90-94A-) (95-99 A) (100    A+)
80-89 B (87-89 B+) (83-86 B) (80-82 B-)
70-79C (77-79 C+) (73-76 C) (70-72 C-)
60-69 D (67-69 D+) (63-66 D) (60-62 D-)
59 and below F

LifeSpring Academy Grade Points Scale 
Determines: GPA and Honors classes.

Grading Scale for GPA grade points is as follows:
Honors Classes: Add 1 POINT!!

A+ 4.3         
A 4.0         
A- 3.7         
B+ 3.3           
B 3.0             
B- 2.7               
C+ 2.3
C 2.0
C- 1.7
D+ 1.3
D 1.0
F 0



Course Descriptions
English
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English I
The English language arts curriculum offers a classical approach to Literature and Writing 
through a diverse cross-curricular approach. Students learn to respond personally and 
connect to classical literature through written, oral, and collaborative forms of expression. 
The formal research process is taught and applied with a cross-curricular study focused on 
Western Civilization and US History (Classical Studies Year 4). Independent Research 
Paper required.

English II
The English language arts curriculum offers a classical approach to Literature and Writing 
through a diverse cross-curricular approach. Students learn to respond personally and 
connect to classical literature through written, oral, and collaborative forms of expression. 
with an emphasis on building and refining skills in literary analysis, written expression, 
and editing. The formal research process is taught and applied with a cross-curricular 
study focused on Western Civilization and US History (Classical Studies Year 4). 
Independent Research Paper required.

English III
The English language arts curriculum offers a classical approach to Literature and Writing 
through a diverse cross-curricular approach. Students learn to respond personally and 
connect to classical literature through written, oral, and collaborative forms of expression. 
with an emphasis on building and refining skills in literary analysis, written expression, 
and editing. The formal research process is taught and applied with a cross-curricular 
study focused on Western Civilization and US History (Classical Studies Year 4). 
Independent Research Paper required.

English IV
The English language arts curriculum offers a classical approach to Literature and Writing 
through a diverse cross-curricular approach. Students learn to respond personally and 
connect to classical literature through written, oral, and collaborative forms of expression. 
with an emphasis on building and refining skills in literary analysis, written expression, 
critical interpretation, and editing. The formal research process is taught and applied with a 
cross-curricular study focused on Western Civilization and US History (Classical Studies 
Year 4). Formal Independent Research Paper required.



Course Descriptions
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American History II 
Students will apply biblical worldview truths to study, analyze, and critique world 
history/western civilization including a continuation of United States History. This 
history course begins with U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt and continues through the 
most recent president, covering major events of the 1900s and early 2000s. Students will 
focus on and follow developments relating to World War I, the Roaring Twenties, the 
Depression, the rise of Totalitarianism, World War II, the Cold War, the Korean War, the 
Vietnam conflict, and the Gulf War. This course guides students through the Age of 
Innocence exploring  the vast cultural, spiritual, and demographic changes occurring 
during the 20th and 21st centuries. Students will also integrate a study of world 
geography and related events to the classical course of history they are studying. Basic 
knowledge of landforms, continents, oceans, rivers, and countries will be taught. This 
course will integrate throughout the cross-curricular study of American History II.

Government/Civics
This elective government course includes the study of key U.S. government documents 
and Supreme Court decisions throughout the late 1800’s-1900s. Students read excerpts of 
Supreme Court vs. State Legislature, Leninism, Women’s Suffrage, Civil Rights 
Movement, McCarthyism, Free Speech protests, Brown v. Board of Education, among 
others. Students will earn one credit upon completion of this course. This meets the 
Civics/Economics requirement. (Integrated Elective)

19th Century Philosophy
This elective philosophy course includes reading and discussing the words and 
viewpoints of Einstein, Dewey, Freud, Gandhi, Sartre, Kuhn, Derrida and philosophical 
movements such as Fundamentalism and Deconstruction to name a few. Students will 
earn one-half credit upon completion of this course. (Integrated Elective)

Church History: The 1800’s
This church history elective follows the developments within orthodox Christianity in the 
1900’s in American and in Europe. Of special interest are the many biographies of great 
missionaries and Christian workers who shaped the church during this century. Also 
introduced are weakening influences on the church that challenged biblical orthodoxy.
Students will earn one-half credit upon completion of this course. (Integrated Elective)

History of Fine Arts
Students will complete and integrate cross-curricular studies of art and Art history 
through a variety of hands-on projects and collaborative work throughout the curriculum. 
(.5 credit) (Integrated Elective)



History and Core Subjects

Course Descriptions

Honors Courses
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Honors English 
An Honors English course engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in 
a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety 
of purposes. Students will engage in careful reading and critical analysis of various types of 
literature while deepening their understanding of structure, style, theme and various 
literary elements. 

Honors History
Honors History courses are designed to provide students with the analytic skills and 
factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in any 
course offered in the Classical Studies Curriculum at LifeSpring Academy. The program 
prepares students for intermediate and advanced college level courses by making demands 
upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students 
should learn to assess historical materials and their relevance to a given interpretive 
problem, reliability, and importance.



Course Descriptions

Mathematics
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Algebra 1
This course builds on the skills students learned in pre-algebra. Students study variables; 
functions; solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, including systems of 
equations; probability; and the non-linear functions of quadratics, polynomials, 
exponentials, roots and rational functions. This course is usually taken by eighth and ninth 
grade students and is a foundation for all the other high school math and science classes.
Curriculum: Glencoe, Algebra I

Algebra II
Algebra II reinforces and extends concepts from Algebra I including solving equations, 
identifying functions, graphing functions, and working with various of functions. Algebra 
II extends these topics with many real-world applications and adds new topics such as 
complex numbers, matrix multiplication and conic sections. Students in Algebra II begin 
working with a graphing calculator and use it extensively to find graphical solutions to 
equations, enter and graph tables of data and use the data table to generate modeling 
functions and work with matrices, complex numbers, and trigonometric functions. 
Curriculum: Glencoe, Algebra II

Geometry
This course provides a comprehensive look at geometric concepts and logical reasoning 
based on knowledge of basic algebra and discrete mathematic concepts. Pure and applied 
mathematics is applied throughout the course while solving geometric problems. Students 
learn to value the need to think logically and present ideas in a logical order. Traditional 
geometry concepts and logical reasoning are emphasized throughout, while measurement 
and applications are integrated to motivate students via real world connections.
Curriculum: Glencoe, Geometry

Pre-Calculus
This course is designed to address the needs of students who will continue their study of 
mathematics in calculus or other disciplines, as well as those who are taking trigonometry 
as their final mathematics course. Although it is assumed that students have completed 
Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry, the course reviews prerequisite topics as needed. 
Curriculum: Glencoe



Course Descriptions

Science
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Earth and Environmental Science
Physical science is a study of the key concepts and theories explaining and/or modeling 
specific aspects of the behavior of creation. This text covers the basic principles of earth 
science, physics, chemistry and astronomy. Interspersed amongst the reading portion of the 
modules are many thought provoking and engaging labs which help to bring new concepts 
to life and to further spurn the curiosity of the young scientist.
Curriculum: Apologia Physical Science and supplemental texts

Biology
Biology is the study of life. This course provides a student a broad overview of the many 
disciplines involved in the study of life. It starts with a brief introduction to the definition 
of life and then discretely examines and explores each of the five biological kingdoms. 
There are many content-rich labs to support the theory introduced in these studies. These 
labs include animal dissections, microscopic life studies and many chemical process labs 
simulating the complex intricacies involved in making a living system.
Curriculum: Apologia Biology and supplemental texts

Chemistry
This course introduces the student to chemistry – learning about the matter that makes up 
God’s creation and how it changes. It provides a rigorous foundation in chemistry in 
preparation for college-level chemistry. Topics covered include significant figures, units, 
classification, the mole concept, stoichiometry, thermochemistry, thermodynamics, kinetics, 
acids and bases, redox reactions, solutions, atomic structure, Lewis structures, molecular 
geometry, the gas laws, and equilibrium. A strong lab component enriches the learning 
experience by supporting the concepts studied.
Curriculum: Apologia Chemistry and supplemental texts

Physics
Physics is a higher-level science course and typically offered as an option to juniors and 
seniors to complete their third year of required science, or to add to an optional fourth year. 
The purpose of physics is to describe the relationships between matter and energy and their 
interactions in the known physical universe. The physics course offered in the high school 
course is algebra/trig based, so Algebra II is a pre-requisite. 
Curriculum: Apologia Physics and supplemental texts



Course Descriptions

Electives
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Electives

Physical Education/Health
This required course for students will equip students with the knowledge, skill and tools to 
exhibit a physically active lifestyle and maintain a satisfactory level of health. The course 
covers physical fitness, volleyball, ultimate frisbee, playground games, etc. . The health 
course covers nutrition, fitness, mental health, personal safety, first aid, preventing 
diseases, avoiding drug abuse, and relationship building. This course will empower 
students to live a healthy lifestyle and develop the willingness to learn and participate to 
the best of one’s ability. 

Sociology
An elective social science course designed to challenge and prepare for the rigors of 
collegiate sociological study. This class emphasizes the study of people within the context 
of their social structures from a decidedly Christian and Biblical perspective. As an 
introductory course, students will study a wide breadth of social structures. In so doing, 
they will not only learn how these social structures influence our behavior, but will be 
asked to take a critical look at what they observe and study in their local and global 
settings. An emphasis will be placed upon problem solving which will empower them to be 
better citizens in their community and world.

World Languages
American Sign Language
This course focuses on building the foundation for understanding basic sign language on a 
beginner level. Students will learn basic grammar and vocabulary; ASL, Pidgin, and Signed 
English along with the history of sign language. The Joy of Signing by Lottie Riekehof is 
required, and can be purchased online. This is a Friday morning course. 
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